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THE WHITE HOUSE
AMBASSADOR OF

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA WASHINGTON
TOKYO

November 3, 2016

April 21, 2016
Ms. Taeko Tada
Hiroshima, Japan
Ms.Taeko Tada
Representative
Peace Piece Project Dear Taeko:
1-17-25 Deshio,Minami-ku,
Hiroshima-shi, Hiroshima 734-0001 Thank you for writing to Ambassador Kennedy. I am moved
by your story.
Dear Ms. Tada: I visited Hiroshima to reaffirm my commitment to working
toward a world without nuclear weapons. We have a shared
Thank you so much for sending two copies of The Hiroshima Miracle responsibility to look directly into the eye of history and ask what we
Hiroshima is in the Pink. 1look forward to sharing them with my Embassy must do differently to prevent such suffering from ever happening
colleagues and guests. We will also send a copy to Washington. I appreciate your again. It is through the examples set by the hibakusha that we are able
thoughtfulness. to define ourselves not by our capacity for war, but by our common
humanity. Since that fateful day, we have made choices that give us
The foundation of the U.S. Government’s non-proliferation efforts is the hope, and stories like yours are a testament to how far we have come.
clear understanding and recognition of the human consequences of the use of So long as more people take the time to understand the past and
nuclear weapons. I was deeply moved by my visits to Hiroshima and Nagasaki embrace compassion, I am confident a brighter, more peaceful future
and hope that these visits help to advance President Obama’s goal of realizing a lies ahead.
world without nuclear weapons.
Thank you, again, for sharing your story with me. I wish you
all the best.
Sincerely,
Sincerely,

(

Caroline Kennedy
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201638 . "The Hiroshima Miracle” (ZEZEBRx [FtEFoenO> <] ) HED
DX RA LAPHERZ 2 —RE BAALT 4 TICIEH

Japan's Leading News Network

KYODO NEWS

AROUND THE GLOBE, AROUND THE CLOCK

| site | archive @ articios O Photos

May 31, 2016 10:14

» Obama's historic visit to Hiroshima » South China Sea » United Nations (Fully Accessible) » Japan-China » N
» Opinion Pieces (Fully Accessible) » Video Advisory

Politics ~ Economy / Business = Society ~Sports Asia Entertainment Travel / City Life
CATEGORY Focus / Feature
D PAGE BACK | [E Read It Later Msil [ Share () Prin

Not a subscriber? See options available. >

FEATURE: Women's resilience takes the stage in manga
of A-bomb survivor's kin

The horrors of the world's first atomic bombing in
Hiroshims sre often csptured in black snd white
photos of the devaststed western Japan city snd
images of survivors' scars.

But Taeko Tada, whose mother survived the U.S.
stomic bombing on Aug. 6, 1945, at the sge of 5,
has a different take on the tragedy, s her
self-published manga focuses on the happier faces
of women who let go of their psin, decided to
forgive and helped rebuild the city.

In her book entitled "The Hiroshima Miracle:
Hiroshima s in the Pink!" Tada, 47, uses the color
pink on its cover snd title to reflect her desire to
depict the stomicbomb survivors' tales ss one that
brings hope and joy to people. Pink is her favorite
color which represents joy.

To have fuller access to the Kyodo News
website, it is necessary to subsaribe. We offer a
brosd range of subsaiption options depending
on your needs. Learn more.

Manga shows Hiroshima survival as one of joy

Wikosiima - The hoeror in post bombisg Himeta s ceptured in bleck
sl whtte phicea of the city and ts belemuened wzvivon.

But Taeko Toda, whose seother siurvived the 1S momic bombisg s theage sl o 1w
% bays 3 ditferent ke om the ragedy. Hee sell-pubiished marga Socuses on the
happler taces of women who let po of their paie, decided 10 forgive snd helped

mcree

L 10 b

10 rwteatld the ety

“The Heoshilma Miracke: Hiroshissa Is in the Piok™ uses the color ponk on s
cover 10 deplet the hibakiushe experience as cne of hope and joy

I warned peopbe to know sare of the betghter stde of Hircahima, that thes iy
a1 the prizk st #iled with happines ax s el of wors by wmsen i oy
great grandmothee tn rebrld tha city after the stomic bossh,” said Tada 47, 2
repsearmtmve ol the Hinebeme hased Prace Pasce Progect

“Hiroshima b not jost an momio Sombed city with & sad hisory but abo with &
Ty of rixing sboww the wagedy. | warmed to retell the stories of women who
wtruggled and plavyed key roles i meocastraction elorts md how women
fogarve wnd hetped mach othec”

Krrwsece

Tinda's great-grandmothes lost her daightee-in-law a1 age 56 dw 10 the siieces
of the atumic bomb and rised Tada's mather geon

To peleesed the suanga i Japanese tn five Booklers s year, 5 oark 70 years
stivoe the esud of World Wee T1 Tt wis pritsted in Brgshs in March and will be
evalotie on [Books

The book wes st 1o Aserices Ambasssdeor Camline Kennedy, whe &= Aprd
wwrote 3 luster of thanka. Kessedy satd @ copry will be st 1o Washisgion.

I Sunr berrer, Kty sald she wass "dewpiy moved” by her sishs to Himshiss
wnd Nogasak, and sald she Bopes the vixits wil “halp 10 dviace Prassdess
[Barack) Otama's goal of realizing & word without nucless weapoos”

Tada said she was “very touched” by Obama’s speech durtrg bis histoeke visit
Eriday 10 Hirosima as the first striing U5, president 1o 6o so. especially since
a thesse that ey

he swrmisand a story ebout forg
mangs

In bt ackdreas, Obamma spoke of a versmn who foegane the jréot who e the
plene that dropped the bomb “hecause she recognized whan she really bated
s wa il

Tindy's 172-pege boak feanires har groat-gradmother s ardest & the atecmath
of the bombing. Tada said the wis veey young whan hee grear-grandasothee
dhind bt vevidly recati har inspiring woeds sbout hou it 3 better o fnrgeve thas
10 b xmack n dhe past

The msgs ales Seanres the story of & motier who cheersd o 8 sruggliing
basebsall tam (n Hivedlin iy Booor of her son aivd & worman who wes knows
#5000 6€ the “Hiroshises Makdens” (nviied v the United States foe
recoBMrUCtIve wirgeey

Resounting hes expecience in bigh school, Tnd sald she was shacked when, s
& volunteer gubse for Socekgn visiions, she wis asked If the peogie in Hieoshima
StE hated Americans

*{The) ecenic boubeny s & serious vebject end sometimes discourages people
10 come burw. Prople boel hoary aber iorirg throuph the Prace Memeeial Peck
asad cibier wsornie bt related siten” she seddl.

Sbe sald her manga recetvad posithe feedhack from momic bomb suvivors,
wha thanked her foe sharing senutments tery could not qeine srticulatn

"We cannet Ive In She past. We cannot chiangs what bappened.” Tado sald. Het
message b5 10 live somwmed the fomare: “This bs the Hisoshiima 1 waat peogle 10
now”

DOTH VEARNG 4140

Activate

ree
Your Digital Access
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hmnaﬁou;lemﬁnrkm
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e 3 [

seeks to counter gloomy stereotypes

Hiroshima survival
one of joy, artist says

May Masangkay
Hiroshima

The horror in post-bombing
Hiroshima is captured in
black-and-white photos of the
city and its beleaguered survi-
VOrs.

But Taeko Tada, whose
mother survived the U.S. atom-
ic bombing at the age of 5, has
adifferent take on the tragedy.
Her self-published manga fo-
cuses on the happier faces of
women who let go of their
pain, decided to forgive and
helped to rebuild the city.

“The Hiroshima Miracle: Hi-
roshima is in the Pink!” uses
the color pink on its cover to
depict the hibakusha experi-
ence as one of hope and joy.

“I wanted people to know
more of the brighter side of Hi-
roshima, that this city is in the
pink and filled with happiness
as a result of efforts by women
like my great- dmother to
rebuild the city after the atomic
bomb,” said Tada, 47, a repre-
sentative of the Hiroshima-
based Peace Piece Project.

“Hiroshima is not just an
atomic-bombed city with asad
history but also with a story of
rising above the tragedy. I
wanted to retell the stories of
women who struggled and
played key roles in reconstruc-
tion efforts and how women
forgave and helped each other”

Tada’s great-grandmother
lost her daughter-in-law at age
56 due to the effects of the
atomic bomb and raised Tada'’s
mother alone.

Tadareleased the manga in
Japanese in five booklets last
year, to mark 70 years since the
end of World War II. It was
printed in English in March
and will be available on iBooks.

The book was sent to Ameri-
can Ambassador Caroline Ken-
nedy, who in April wrote aletter
ofthanks. Kennedy said a copy
will be sent to Washington.

In her letter, Kennedy said
she was “deeply moved” by her
visits to Hiroshima and Naga-
saki, and said she hopes the
visits will “help to advance
President {Barack) Obama’s
goal of realizing a world with-
out nuclear weapons.”’

Tada said she was “very

Taeko Tada holds a copy of the manga she wrote about women
who survived the atomic bombing, seen on May 25. Kyopo

touched” by Obama's speech
during his historic visit Friday
to Hiroshima as the first sitting
U.S. president to do so, especial-
ly since he mentioned a story
about forgiveness, a theme that
reverberates in her manga.

In his address, Obama spoke
of a woman who forgave the
pilot who flew the plane that
dropped the bomb “because
she recognized what she really
hated was war itself.”

Tada's 172-page book fea-
tures her great-grandmother’s
ordeal in the aftermath of the
bombing. Tada said she was
very young when her great-
grandmother died but vividly
recalls her inspiring words
about how itis better to forgive
than to be stuck in the past.

The manga also features the
story of a mother who cheered
onastruggling baseball team in
Hiroshima in honor of her son
and a woman who was known

as one ofthe “Hiroshima Maid-
ens” invited to the United States
for reconstructive surgery.
Recounting her experience in
high school, Tada said she was
shocked when, as a volunteer
guide for foreign visitors, she
was asked if the people in Hiro-
shima still hated Americans.
“(The) atomic bombingis a
serious subject and sometimes
discourages people to come
here. People feel heavy after
touring through the Peace Me-
morial Park and other atomic
bomb-related sites,” she said.
She said her mangareceived
positive feedback from atomic
bomb survivors, who thanked
her for sharing sentiments they
could not quite articulate.
“We cannot live in the past.
We cannot change what hap-
pened,” Tada said. Her mes-
sage is to live toward the future:
“This is the Hiroshima I want
people to know.”
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